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Yoring late August 1953 the railroad line belween Zbaszyn and Swiebodzin
ves closed for several hours: traffie was resumed later,; but a very .low
speed limit wes enforcedJ Polish pilots maintain that the line wes blowm

up by diversant During early Auzust 1953 a similar incident occurred

near llinsks Ollsh pilots maintain that this line wus also blown up.

In both czees the brigades waited until the damages were repaired, so
that no one might sce the extent of the devastation.

The averase traffic from Frankfurt/Oder to Brest and back consists of

about 15 trains every eight hours. From 13 to 20 August 1953 the traffic
decreased significontly - about 10 trains every eight hours The lords
from Frankfurt/Oder consist of all types of small and hecvy industrial
machines, ¢nllubsse , cranes, and empty refrigerator cars. The londs

from Brest consist of corn, ores, uranium ore, and locded refrijcretion
cars. The zverare tounaze of a train is 1,700 to 1,800 tons und the nunmber
of axles varies between 104 and 106. There are chout ten empty cars leuv-
ing Frankfurt/Oder for Brest, and about 60C freight ccrs leuve Frankfurt/ ~
Oder for Brest.

The only change in the organization of the brigades is that vhile earlier

a brigade was comvosed of 11 men {one brigade cnlef included), there are

now twelve men (b?lrude chief 1ﬁcluded) Formerly the brigade would

rest after a tour of duty; now four men go home ond are replaced by four
members of another brigade; the remaining eight must proceed on a new

tour and wait to go home until back in Frankfurt/Oder. This system is de-
signed to get the maximum use from a locomotive., The schedule has also

been wwrearranged so thst now the triv from FrunnfurL/Oder t¢ Brest is

done in one and one half days,while formerly it-was done in four days.

About 15 trains a doy lecve Frankfurt/Oder for Brest and vice versa.

About 530 to 60 percent of the trains are ore trainsy 30 percent ire
refrigerator trains (this has been true only during July and .ugust 1953):
the renmzinder counsists of machines, industrisl and translozding equiprment,
and nassenger trains. Tiiere are sbout five leave irains a month, except
the Blue Bxpress which circulates daily. The nmake-up of each train is

2z follows: loconotive, (ermen persoanel car, Nussian perscnnel car,

and the rest of the hraia.
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Lo ezception is mads for @raniwm trains wnere the L
German persontiel car, Russisn ~ersonnel car, akoubl t
the rest of the train. T

ce-up is:  locomoiive,
1i.rty to foriy cars;
¢ number of axles is as follows:

To Drest - 120 axles
From Prest - 104 to 110 axles
Uranium and heuvy egquinment rains - 110 %o 112 axles both ways
Refrigerator trains -
To Brest -~ 120 @xles
From Brest -~ 110 axles

Chere is no unusual traffic in emply cars.

it sresent there sre no brigades from Frankfurt/Oder to Rawa Ruska, except those
Teon Cobttbus. There are two logcomotivesleaving Frankfurt/Oder for Gerdauen per
daysy cne atabout 2:00 pa and another at about 4:00 em. These treins are short,
and very hesvy. They oarry nostly heavy industrial eguipment such as cranes
wnd machines. The meke-up is the same as for the neormal trains leaving
Frankfurt/Oder for Brest. The number of axles varies between 110 and 120.

fhe breins so to Gerdauen losded with goods and return with troops. There

s smpecial route followed by brigades carrying special heavy eguipnent

to Brest. The route is as follows: TFra ’?urt/Oder, Poznan, Kutno, Plock,
gszbhlonowo, Ustroleka, Siedice. The treinalare short, very heavy, and the

load is high,

There is &% Llemst one Wronium train per day consisting of about 46 to 50 trains
The tonnage veries between 1,200 1o 1,400 tons. Bither the Gerdauen or the
rest routes are ftaken. A special Russlan escort car, in addition to the usnal
cne, is situated in the middle of the train. Its purpose is to guard the lowd
and sgsure the distribution of Russian watches along the train. The shipping
pepers sre taken care ol by the Cerman train coamander; he picks them up at the
yeilway service offize and zives them up in Brest to a Russian 8fficial.

The office in charge of the shipping papers in Frankfuri is the railway manage-
ment office,which is on platform 1113 papers are probably ovtained from the
Cliief Tratffic Menagement,which is on Ceniral Strasse in Frankfurt/0der. 7The
ﬁiﬁﬁiﬁng veins either come ready to Frankfurt/Oder, or they =z pioked

up by the Frankfuxt/Oder brigede in some small station 5¢ to 80 kilometers

from E’ra.)r;kfur'!:/'Os'iez:',j where they are brought by olher brigudes from Cottbus.

Phe trein number {pendel), which is assigned on the way %o Brest, starts

with the number 17 and variss. On the return trip, the number wmight be

71 0 88, 71 O 79, etc. The last ty»ain has no pendel number. ~All trains to
Brest or CGerdasuen are handled in the same manner, except those with the
additional Russian carriage and phone connection  (@ranium trains). Sometimes
the refricervator trains have an additicnal Russian rersonnel car.

&

o

condition of the tracks betwesn Frankfurt/Oder and Brest is
good.  The i1 line between Frankfurt/Oder and Warsaw is in good condition,

: the res® is in fairly goed condition and under constant repair. The

t tracks lie between Siedlce and Lukow end vetween Lukow and Terespols

The veilroad bed is on sand and water, but 1s being changed to gravel.

Thers sre single ties between @rankfurt/ .der and Brest. Concrete Hocks instead
>f ties are used in Fraan-furt/Qder on she new ¥riedensbriicke, between Blonie
and Golabk@ ané between Llnszez and ¥alkinia. New 30-meter rails have been
ween Toporow and Swiclodzin. 'The repalr crews numbering between 40
50 menuse strical weld!> 2quipment, manual " anmers, electrical screw
drivers, crow bars and picks. A railroad repair caxr supplies additional
enuipment .

In general, the
G

T
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$. The speed limit for all freizht trains is 5% kilometers ver hour and for
pascenger trains, including the Blue Rxpress, 8¢ kilometers per hour.

The specd limit for sll trains is reduced to 20 kilometers per hour or les
on sections where vepairs are beiny made. A new two-treck bridge has been
completed in Frankfurt/Oder, It is 300 meters long and six melers above
the water. It has no arches and its capscity is about 3,000 tons. The
bridge is closely guarded by Russians and Poles; no one, even in uniform,
is vermitted in the area without a special wass. The area is closed in
by & fence :

16. The "= Bridge (Friedensbrucke) is 300 meters in length, has no arches,
and has 2 capacity of about %,000 tons. The structure is six meters ovexm
vater level. The crea is restricted to &ll personnel excent those with a
speciazl pass; it is fenced in and guarded by Hussian and Polish soldiers

spectively. There is another bridge. longer than the Od+e bridge but
with the same structure, over the Visla et Golabki-Blomie. A third large
bridge is situated near the Gdanska railroad station in Varsaw.

11. The bridge on the Bug River at Terespol is of steel with three arches.
There are two ivacks - one Russian and ore Buropean. Ifa capacity is about
2,500 tone and it is about 150 meters long. There is a sieel dridge at
Siedlee with no arches and about 40 meters long. Its capacity is about
500 tone. The bridge at Lu“iczg located just outside the town, is about
40 meters long with & capacity of about 400 to 500 tons.

12. There are sboub 150 to 200 smal}} bridges bvetween Frankfurt/Oder and Brest.
There ars about one to four bridges betwesn sach siation. Their average
capacity is from 30 to 35 tons, and their length varies between a few
meters and 10 to 1% peters.

1%. The ganeral condition of the railroszd ceors is very good. They are mostly
old cerman cars which have heen comnlstel - - rasuled, The types used
sre OH, OH, £lst cars, o and Lox pe~svace cars. The large space
cars 1ng:ude 2 large nwnber of completely new six-axle, B9-ton cars-
The capzcities for the particulsr types of cars are as follows:

shate

OM - 21 %o 24 square weters - 19 to 24 tons

GH ~ 21 t6 24 sguaxe meters « 15 to 24 tons

Flat cars - 20 to 40 square meters - 1% to 17 tony

Stake cars = 2% to 40 sguure neters - 40 ta 50 tons
Large space cars = 50 o 60 sguare meters .- 72 to 100 tons

The loads carried by the narticular types are as fellows:

&>

O - owe, raw material, iron, sheet netal

G - corn, uranima, ' furaiture, celluicse

Flut cars - nachines, porbts, large cases, electrical equipment
Stake cars - machines, parts, lerge cases, electrical eguipment
Large apace cars - ore, heavy equipment, iron, anthracite

About half the cars used cre of the OM type. one quarter are the GH type
and the renainder used are Tlat cars, steke cars, or large space cars.

e 25X1
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The OM cars were constructe’d between 1936 and 194C. The G and largesspace
cars were built at the end of 1952.

The planned production per year in Bast Jermany is 100 new locomotives and
400 new cors. However, the only new cars noticed have been the largesspace
cars. The loconotbives used include types 50, 52 and 01 {for heavy or express
trains). The nuwber is not known. They sre in fairly good condition and
were built ip 1942 -and 194%. Host of them have been overhauled. Ths loco-
motives! outetanding weakneszses occur in the tubing, springs, oil lines and
valve springs. The quality of coal used for the brigades in Poland x
from 7ﬁ1 through 7/4. The best cuality is 7/1,which is seldom used. Tt
7/2 and 7/3 qualities are used most fregaently. Coal ziven by the Poles. '
to the brigedes in 1952 was of very poor quaiity. However, in 1953 the
Russians insisted on the delivery of good quality coal.

There is a transloading siation in Malaszewice with three craneés in service:
Loads are trensshipped from Russian gouge tc Buropesrn guuge. A sransloading
station in Bresh is situated between the Bug bridge and the main railroad
station. It consists of one bunker equipped with a car elevator for the
transloading of Polish coal to Russian guage cars. The Polish cars enter
the bunker, are inclined abouvt 145 degrees by the elevator, and the side
wall of the car is released to empiy the coal into the Russian car stondin
_on the track below. There are four cranes for the loading or unleading of
German brigcade cars. Three of the cranes are stean propelled and onz is
electro-magnetic. e cranes are on the same level as the bunker but
somewhat more in the middle of the track field. The transloading is done
in sueh & manner that the Russisn cars come on the Hussian track, which is on
the right side, and the German cars on the Zurcpean track,which is on the lefk-
The cranes are situated between the two tracks. The ecverage capacity of

the steam cranes is about 2,000 kilograms. The electro-magnetical crane
operates as follows: a magnetical round iron or steel plate 1.5 meters in
diameter iowers on the irom ore bars; the curraent is switched on and the

plate 1lifts about 20 to 40 bars,each weighing 15 %o 20 kilograms. Each crone
is operated by about four men.

There are about 135 brigades,of which 60 aredpringer hrigodes'consisting of
12 mén and the others normel brigedes of sbout 10 or 11 men. The organization
of & brigade is as followss

8. Brigade Thief

b. Locomotive Engineex
€
d. Trein Commandex

N ORI A B

e. “onductor
The brigade chief is sobordinated to the Cffice of ithe Railroad Vorkshiop irea
the Frankfurt/Oder switehing station, which in turn is under fhe Hachinery
alleged Russian counterpart). The Machinery Office 7 is
hordinated to the Reichsbahn Directorate of Berlin, whieh is under the
neral Reichsbahn Directorats of Derlin. The only Russian personael
travelling to Brest are Russian excort brigsdes. The escord consists of about i
jo0 sixz men, vns officer (lieutenant or first Liggpgnant) two aids, assign
watehes, four to fize soldiers {watch). The ypeniwm' special escort is the sane
exzcept that the number of soldiers is greater. Germans are not allowad to
walk along the trein.

.
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polish officials are met by railroad officials at every waler and border

sck point.

living conditions of the average railroad man eTe fair, permithing &

- luxvries. liost have becheios’s  gquurters in Frankfurt/ﬁdefﬁ but
vsually tale advantoge of the rooming focilities provided by the railroad.
4 transient notel is being built with rooms for railroad men wio wait & day
or tvwo b

soen trip8 but do not hove enough time to go home. Their wives
; come to the hoklend chaey with them for those few days. A% night they
fraguent restanrants and cafes such as the Koneten, Leipziger, Gerter and
Grunewalder.

Some sruggling of watches, rubles, combs, small electrical equipnent and
weng is carried on by the railroad nmen.

The first check »oint is in Frankfurt/@der at the syitdéhdnr station., The
troin congander somnletes the papers concerniny the gomposition of the

train ond its 1load acecordins to the list he obiains from the office manager.
Upon sompletion of these papers he repcrts on the readiness for departure
#or Grest ot the customs and railroad office. A custons and railroad cheek
of the train follows. The check consists of a car count and verifiestion of
the train load. The German brigade persounel car is checked for personal
iuggere, ete. Donmetimes the doors, valls and floor are examined for hiding
places.

()

The seccnd check is vade at the passenger station by the border police who
sheck tlhe sersonsl documents {border prss). The border pass is greenish-
ocrey on the outside and 1

brown on the inside with a red diagonal stripe on
the leflt sideo

n

The third check is ot Kunorsdorf and includes a customs snd pass chosk.
Tt is stricter %han the Gerassu check. The water and cosl is sonetinmes

ohecked here,

A4 custons, pass and food check is made ot Brest. The customs clieck is made
Ty two Coviet officers weoring the ususl Russian uniform vith green badges-
L check is done by a femzle civilian, The puss cheek is done by

o Bussian officers, one cof vhom scems coacerned only with the documents
and is subordinate to the other. =

biue trousers and e preen jacked wid

e sceond officer's uniform consists of
red stripes on the shoulders.

The three types of documenits used on bthe trip are as follows:

a4 Border Frossing rermit - issued in Berlin Tor each brigade member and
recueztied by ecither Frap<furt/Odor or Cottbus stations.

P Clething List - filled out by ench brigade member indicatisg tha omount of
arivete and officisl clething. )

&. loney ¢t ~ filled out by esch brigscde newmber; 50 DIE are allowed us
pociet money for the trip,

& List which is surrendered
Ltehing station o 1§urﬁ/0der; The two renaining ccoles are
Folieh ond Fussior officiels and later broughi back and surrender:d
2 at ;;ankfurt/OdGrM Dhipwing or freihi popers are lssusd by ths
iway Directorate in thiree conices end surrendered %o the train
vho pives thew to & Zussian officer in Bres%. The sane procedure
for papers frow frest to Frankfurt/@derc Preight or personal
documents in ihe care of the German frain comnander ore not
seeret, but ere kopt by the truin commander in a apecial case,
cked. Anyone, however, may examine them in the presence of

comnnander.

usually le
the trai:
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2%. “here are shout three steam cranes in Malaszewice for +he transloading
tatveen Russian and urcpeszn guage tra 'km They =zre owverated by three to
Tousr men exch. Theirw capoacisy is about 2,000 kilogrums. Shorily before
i ning biclaszowice there is a forest. Threc, tracks bLranch into the

ey where o stere or facltowy is reporiedly located.

26, the only miilitery instellations noted were im Tarsaw near the railroad statbion,
where a military project do ‘: iqf built. DBoth Russion and Polish soldiers
B emt, o.mad in the larg snced aren. There is a Hussian caserne in Lowicy
to of the wailrosd tracks. Details concerning this caserne ere
;l‘-.’)"&
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The legond | . ) "
sie degend for gketeh number 2 ie as follows:

{1} through {6) Railroad sracks
1) Rusaian track going to the cen ation.
{e) Puropean iruck going direesl sentral stori

excliusively by the leave trains and

aian guard vosts.

Buropean guage going into travsliosding bunker.
Transleadain; coal bunker.

Russian tyrack directly under bunker.

Russian traclk on right side of crancs, where itr
stand while being translcaded. '

Burspean irack where brigade trsins stand whils
being leooded or unloaded.

Crancs a,b,c and d.

Track on which %rains go to the BW.

Route followed by the brigade locometives to take
water. 4 Russian soldier ususlly rides with the
locouwotive tc the wator point and back. aAdditicnal
guerds ore indieeted ou the lepgend. The large
coal dumy is not used by the brigades as no coal
‘is delivered %o the brigedes in Brest. 411 the
o0l rust ba tuken at the last Polish coaling
station.
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